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The University of Michigan Law School Standards of Conduct and Commentary, on the 
next two pages, state that academic misconduct includes “presenting another’s work as the 
student’s own” and “Plagiarism.” The Commentary further states: “Plagiarism most 
commonly consists of restating, without attribution, either the exact words or the 
substantive ideas of another person.” If plagiarism in violation of the Standards of Conduct 
is proven, the Law School Student Discipline Committee may impose severe sanctions, 
including reprimand, denial of academic credit, suspension, or expulsion from the Law 
School. In addition, the Law School may be required to report the incident to the bar of 
any jurisdiction to which the sanctioned student applies.  This document contains the text 
of the Standards as of April, 2010, and relevant pages from Scholarly Writing for Law 
Students, by Elizabeth Fajans and Mary R. Falk, 4th ed., 2011. 
 
SPECIAL NOTE TO JOURNAL EDITORS:  If you find or suspect plagiarism in the work 
of a Michigan Law student (in a writing competition or in material submitted for 
publication), you have the option (but are not required) to refer plagiarism matters to Dean 
Baum or Dean Gregory. 
 
IF YOU SUSPECT PLAGIARISM AND WANT TO FIND THE SOURCE, another 
library handout can help.  See 
http://www.law.umich.edu/library/students/research/Documents/plagiarism.pdf  
 
Consult a reference librarian at the Reference/Information Desk, by phone to 734-764-
9324, or by email to askalawlibrarian@umich.edu 
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